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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Weather
TODAY

HIGH 71°

TONIGHT
LOW 48°

SG senate debates continue
Candidates talk about
platforms, discuss change
through involvement
Josh Dawsey

TOMORROW
HIGH 58°

Inside
SPORTS

Darrin Horn believes his
team has what it takes in
upcoming games.

VOL. 102, NO. 95 ● SINCE 1908

STAFF WRITER

Eight candidates hoping
to represent the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences in
the student senate gathered
in the Coker Life Sciences
Bu ilding Thursday night
to debate the tenets of their
platforms.
Twent y ca nd idates a re
r u n n ing for t he 15 open
seats in the college. Nine
ca nd idates were set to
debate, but Jim Manning,
a second-year mathematics
student, announced minutes
before the meeting that he
was abandoning his race for
student senate.
“A s many of you k now,
I’ve recently been elected
president of the Resident Hall
Association,” Manning said. “I
do not feel that it is fair for me
to try to focus on both RHA
and Student Government.”
The candidates proposed

id e a s t h at r a n g e d f r o m
changing tenure track for
facult y to implementing a
dental clinic in the Thomson
Student Health Center.
Kyle Mallinak, a secondyear international studies
st udent, proposed drastic
overh au l s to t he t enu re
system on campus. He said
his new policies would ensure
professors focus more on
instruction.
“We need to make sure that
instruction is valued as much
as research,” Mallinak said.
“Professors need to be more
involved with students.”
Mark James, a third-year
polit ical science st udent,
told Mallinak that SG has
no power to affect facult y
tenure. Mallinak conceded his
point, but said that through
unofficial lobbying, changes
could be made.
“If I can’t make a change
on Student Government, I
won’t run for re-election,”
Mallinak said. “We don’t need
to have a ‘No, we can’t do it’
mentality.”
Fi x i ng t he adv isement
process is on the top of Ben

Bu l lock ’s agenda. W hen
he r e c e nt l y ap pl ie d f o r
graduation, he was told by
university officials that he was
two credits short.
“I don’t k now how that
happened, and it’s extremely
confusing,” the fourth-year
political science student said.
Bu llock sa id ef for t s to
remedy advising problems are
currently being led by Sen.
Taylor Cain, the chairwoman
of t he senate’s academics
committee.
Reforming the entire senate
is Andrew Grazcyk’s top goal.
Grazyck, a second-year physics
st udent, said t he current
government isn’t effective
for USC students. He drew
attention from the crowd as
he paced the room, wagging
his finger into the audience as
he made his points.
“ I don’t wa nt to ma ke
ya’ll t hink I’m a f laming
anarchist,” Grazyck said. “But
government to some is just
pretentiousness, and Student
Government to some is just an
exercise at being pretentious.
We need to eliminate that
pretense f rom t he senate
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Ben Bullock (left) and Mark James (middle) listen to Kyle
Mallinak speak at the student senate debate Thursday.
chambers.”
A manda By r um, t he
chairwoman of the elections
commission, said the audience
turnout Thursday was exciting
in comparison to Monday’s
debate.

“ We w e r e a l i t t l e
disappointed with the business
school debate on Monday
night,” Byrum said. “But we’re
very pleased tonight.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

See page 8

Hillel, MSA gather
to spark discourse

THE MIX

Two religious student
organizations socialize
in relaxed setting
Derek Legette
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Check out The Mix’s
Valentine’s Day Special
from the best chick
flicks to how to make it
through the day.

See page 6

Dan Barker (left) and Kyle Butt (right) speak to a full house in the Russell House Ballroom.

Darwin Day debate draws large crowd
Hundreds pack into ballroom
to discuss Christianity, atheism
Katie Jones

VIEWPOINTS
“Burning
Down The
House”
talks about
the heroism
of Charles RICHARD
Darwin and WOOD
Third-year
Abraham history
student
Lincoln.

See page 4

Online Exclusive

SG
09
SG ELECTION 2009
Check out The Daily
Gamecock’s “Beyond the
Campaign” slideshow
featuring the candidates
getting personal.

www.dailygamecock.com

STAFF WRITER

Christians, atheists and those in between
gat hered Thursday night to debate t he
existence of the Christian God. More than 500
people packed into the Russell House Ballroom
for the event sponsored by USC’s Pastafarians
and the Secular Student Alliance.
Atheist activist Dan Barker debated Kyle Butt
of Apologetics Press, a non-profit organization
that defends the New Testament.
Barker is a former evangelical preacher
who is now atheist. He is co-president of the
Freedom from Religion Foundation, which
aims to educate the public on nontheism and
promote separation of church and state.
“I was a true believer. I felt the Holy Spirit.
I preached. I saw converts. I was a missionary,
an evangelist, a Christian songwriter,” Barker
said. “It was true within my heart. I changed
my mind because I learned that Christianity
is not true.”
Barker then went on to produce a lengthy
list of contradictions in the Bible.
After citing the statistic that those who
believe in God are in the overwhelming
majority, Butt acknowledged that “you cannot
come to truth based on majority rule.” Instead,
he argued that something as complex as the
human brain demands an intelligent designer
by comparing it to a laptop.
“Suppose you’re walking on the beach. You
see something in the sand and you move the
sand away and you pick up a laptop computer.
You press the on button, it comes on. You
see that this laptop computing device will
compute numbers the likes of which hundreds
of billions of bits per second. It’s got all the
latest gadgets and gizmos. It is the most
advanced technologic computing system,
which you have ever seen,” Butt said.
“You have a question to ask yourself: ‘Where
did this laptop computer come from?’ Number
one, it originated by purely naturalistic
chances and processes over millions of years
by random chances working with some kind of
selection. Or, number two, it was constructed
and built by some intelligent designer.”
The crowd responded to Butt’s arguments
with “amens” and similar sentiment.

Kyle Williams , a fourt h-year f inance
student, said this was the fi rst formal debate
on religion he has attended.
“When I talk to other Christians, people
who are kind of Christians and people that
aren’t Christian at all and they ask questions
and want to talk about things, you have to
have talking points,” he said. “To do that, you
have to hear both sides of it. As Christians,
some of us shy away from debates like this, but
I think that’s the opposite of what we should
be doing.”
Pastafarian and third-year international
business student Randy Barrineau said he
enjoyed hearing both sides and said the group
was lucky to have such high-caliber speakers.
Andrew Cederhal, a second-year political
science student, is president of the Pastafarians
at USC. He co-founded the organization with
fourth-year advertising student Matt Sulem,
who is vice president.
“It’s important to make sure comfort,
convenience and tradition don’t prevail over
meaningful and critical dialogue, which
challenges us to find the truth,” Cederhal.
“We want to make people reflect on what they
believe, look for answers themselves.
“It’s always healt hy to quest ion t heir
beliefs,” Sulem said. “We’re not out to change
people’s beliefs.”
Cederhal said being in the Bible Belt,
Christianity becomes so ingrained in our
culture that people may find it hard to believe
in anything else.
Pastafarianism is basically “a parody of
religions,” Cederal said, in which believers
worship the flying spaghetti monster. More
seriously, he said, they are a secular student
group.
Despite being a parody, Pastafarians take
their beliefs seriously.
“Hu morous name, serious business,”
Cederhal said. “What we’re doing is very
important work. Before we co-founded this
organization, there was not a single voice,
officially, on this campus for secular students
and secular faculty.”
The event took place on Darwin Day,
the celebration of Charles Darwin’s birth.
This year was the 200th anniversary of the
scientist’s birth and is celebrated globally.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu

A fresh start to relations
bet ween the Jewish club
H i l lel a nd t he Mu sl i m
St udent A ssociat ion was
for med T hu rsday n ight
when the two groups came
together at their “Pizza for
Peace” event.
Farheen Khan, secretary
of MSA and a third-year
international studies student,
spea rheaded t he event .
Khan said the meeting was
not supposed to be about
religious discussion, just a
meet-and-greet.
“I started this meeting
because I’ve felt we’ve never
made a con nec t ion a nd
shou ld u nderst a nd each
other on a basic level,” Khan
said. “We’ve never had such
a relationship in the three
years I’ve been here.”
Lisa Lebovitz, president of
the Jewish group Hillel, said
the groups plan to have more
events in the future.
“ Ton ight i s m a i n ly a
social set t ing before we
get into ‘heated’ debates,”
said Lebovitz, a third-year
hotel, restaurant and tourism
management student.
Both leaders agreed that
t hough t heir v iews may
dif fer, t hey just wa nted
everyone to meet each other
and become acquainted.
Pizz a wa s ser ved a nd

students were talking to each
other about current events,
such as t he U NC game
against Duke.
Many of the students felt
great about the gathering.
“I’m really excited. I’ve
never seen such a joi nt
meeting of such groups. I
think we should definitely
have more of these,” said
Da r ien Davda, a n MSA
member and second-year
chemistry student.
Gary Brown, a first-year
sports management student
and member of the Hillel,
has high hopes for the future
of this connection between
the two groups.
“I think it’s great to bridge
an alliance between the two
diverse groups in order to
promote peace on campus,”
Brown said.
The Hillel’s faculty advisor
David Reisman thinks this is
one of the best events he has
been to all semester.
“ T he y c a n me e t ne w
people and make friends
despite the fact that the
general two sides have had
their issues and tensions in
the past,” Reisman said.
As for future meetings
and social gatherings, MSA
secretary Khan is taking the
process one step at a time.
“I think it’s about time
that we united after being
here for nearly 20 years or
more,” Reisman said. “This
is the way the world needs
to be.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

SG pumped for RecycleMania
Kyle Moores
STAFF WRITER

U S C ’s f i r s t c a m p u s wide recycling program,
RecycleMania, is officially
underway.
Dav id Ensor, St udent
Government secretary of
environmental affairs, said
the event is showing a lot of
promise for the future.
Students were asked to
gather their recyclable
materials, each worth
a certain number of

points, and put them out
at a collect ion zone t he
night before scheduled pick
up days. All students who
participate will be offered
prizes.
Due to some confusion
among students about pick
up days, Ensor said t hat
campus-wide pick up for
recyclables will now be held
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays to “help
students who forget to
put their recyclables
out the night before.”
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• From Feb. 15 to Feb. 21,
Mor t ar Board Sen ior
Honor Soc iet y w i l l be
commemorating the 91st
anniversary of its founding
by welcoming new members
for next year. Applicants
were chosen based upon
their scholarship, leadership,
and service achievements.
The organization is also
focusing on its “Leading is
Reading” service project to
improve children’s literacy.
• A re you considering
g raduate school? T hen
you won’t want to miss our
“Preparing for Graduate
School” work shop on
March 3! Sponsored by the
USC Career Center, this
workshop will cover reasons
for at tend i ng g radu ate
s c ho ol , t he d i f f er e nc e
between professional and
graduate schools, factors
to consider when choosing
a prog ram, g raduate
school admissions tests,
essay/personal statement
writing, overview of useful
Web resources and panel
discussion. Contact Alicia
Bervine at (803) 777-3972
for more information.
• Come to t he Colu mbia
Metropolitan Convention
Center for the upcoming
career fairs. CareerFest is
on Wednesday, Feb. 18, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. for students
i n a l l ac adem ic major s
interested in non-technical
positions. The S.E.T. Fair is
Thursday, February 19, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. for students
interested in the science,
engineering, and technology
industries. Full-time, parttime, internship and co-op
posit ions are ava ilable.
Free shuttle service will
also be available. For more
information, visit w w w.
sc.edu /career. St udent s
are encouraged to visit the
Career Center during oncall hours (Mon.–Fri., 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m.) to prepare their
strategy before the fairs.
SANDY’S COUPON

ICE CREAM
SUNDAE

Pranksters hijack Taco Bell’s drive-through signal
SEDALIA, Mo. — Police are looking for
pranksters who hijacked a Taco Bell’s drivethrough radio signal and used it to shout vulgarities
to customers. The suspects posed as Taco Bell
employees in the Tuesday afternoon episode.
Jail considers making inmates pay for toilet
paper
BURLINGTON, Iowa — Inmates at the Des
Moines County jail in Burlington may have to
begin paying for toilet paper. The county is facing a
more than $1.7 million deﬁcit in this year’s budget
and the Board of Supervisors gave department
heads the option of cutting costs or facing the
possibility of unpaid furloughs or layoﬀs.
Police catch suspect through DNA on doughnut
BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — Police believe a church
burglary has been solved through DNA found on
a half-eaten doughnut. A 22-year-old man was
charged with burglary in the January 2007 breakin at Woodhaven Christian Church. Police said a
number of musical instruments were taken, but
oﬃcers found a box of doughnuts in the church’s
kitchen and noticed a bite had been taken from one
of the doughnuts.
Woman’s record-length fingernails broken in
crash
SALT LAKE CITY — A Salt Lake City woman
who was in the Guinness Book of World Records
for her long ﬁngernails has had them broken oﬀ
in a car accident. Lee Redmond sustained serious
but non-life threatening injuries in the Tuesday
accident.Redmond was the current Guinness
recordholder, with nails that hadn’t been cut since
1979. Her nails measured a total of more than
28 feet long in 2008, with the longest nail on her
right thumb at 2 feet, 11 inches, according to the
Guinness Web site.
Wind leads police to marijuana-growing
operation
SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Mother Nature helped
police uncover a home marijuana-growing
operation. Police said a gust of wind set oﬀ a
security alarm at a home in western St. Joseph
County on Tuesday, prompting Indiana State Police
Trooper Mick Dockery to investigate.
— The Associated Press
— Compiled by Assistant News Editor Kara Apel

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Soccer cleats hang on a goalpost near the Strom Thurmond Wellness and Fitness
Center. Students take advantage of the beautiful weather to play outdoor sports.
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Even if a South Carolina
sheriff is successful in building
a mar ijua na case aga i nst
swimming superstar Michael
Phelps, it might be hard to
m a ke t he c h a rge s st ic k ,
defense attorneys say.
T he c a s e t o ok a t u r n
Thursday, when lawyers for
two people said their clients
were among eight people
arrested last week who were
associated w it h t he USC
pa r t y where Phelp s wa s
photographed smoking from
a bong. At the time, the men
were renters at the house.
Lawyers for the two men say
they were questioned almost
exclusively about Phelps and
charged with misdemeanor
marijuana possession.
The effort to prosecute
Phelps on what would be at
most a minor drug charge
seem extreme compared to
similar cases, lawyers said,
and have led some to question
whether the sheriff is being
overzealous because he’s
dealing with a celebrity.
“The efforts that are being
made here are unlike anything
I’ve ever seen before,” said Jack
Swerling, a defense attorney
in South Carolina. “I know
Leon Lott, I know him to be
an honorable guy. I’ve known
him for 30 something years.”

NEW YORK — Americans
bought a sweater or two, ate
out a little more, purchased
some gadgets and t urned
to the Internet in search of
bargains in January. These
small indulgences nevertheless
prov ide d s ome rel ief t o
suffering stores, boosting
retail sales by 1 percent.
The unexpected increase
from December, reported by
the Commerce Department
on Thursday, reversed a sixmonth decline and marked
the biggest increase in 14
months.
But it’s far too early to break
out the champagne. With
nearly 5 million Americans
still drawing unemployment
benefits late last month and
the specter of more layoffs to
come, economists believe the
reversal is unlikely to last. In a
sign of how fearful businesses
are, they slashed inventories
in December by the biggest
amount in seven years —
potentially triggering further
cutbacks in production and
more layoffs.
Clearly, however, any lift in
spending is worth watching.
“Consumers began to treat
themselves a little better,”
said Joel Naroff, president
and chief economist at Naroff
Economic Advisors Inc.

VATICAN CIT Y — Pope
Benedict XVI told American
Jewish leaders Thursday that
he plans to visit Israel in May,
coupling t he long-awaited
a n nou ncement w it h h is
strongest condemnat ion of
Holocaust denial.
The 81-year-old pope assured
the group that the Catholic
Church was “profoundly and
irrevocably committed to reject
all anti-Semitism,” helping to
ease Jewish furor that followed
the pope’s reinstatement of an
ultraconservative bishop who
questioned the extent of the
Holocaust.
“Suc h wa r mt h , w it h a n
outstretched hand,” said New
York Rabbi Arthur Schneier,
a Holocaust sur vivor, after
the audience in the frescoed
Consistor y Hall. “The
v isit is on, no he sit at ion,
reservations.”
There has been only one
other official visit by a pope to
the Jewish state. Both sides said
it will take place in May.
The trip, talked about since
the start of the German pope’s
papacy in 2005, has been up
in the air for some time due
to problems raised by both
sides. The latest jolt came last
month, when Benedict lifted
the excommunications of four
ultraconservative bishops —
one of whom denied that Jews
were gassed by the Nazis during
World War II.

PHILADELPHIA EATERY

—The Associatd Press

CHOCOLATE, STRAWBERRY OR
PINEAPPLE

$ 69

2

WET WALNUTS
95¢ EXTRA

• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING

Reg. 4.39
Each

Limit 1
PER COUPON
Expires 2/28/09

1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com

Come see our Open House Friday the 13th

THE

We take the

LOFTSat USC

“off” outta Off-Campus Housing

Now leasing 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom loft apts
for Summer and Fall 2009

Bring this ad in for half off the Application Fee
211 Main St.
Columbia, SC 29201
www.theLoftsatUSC.com

803.254.7801
fax 803-779-4517
E-mail: Lofts@Jarsllc.com
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Harsh road
in store for
family of 14
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Octuplets’ mother has good
intentions, lacks capability
to provide for her children

AMANDA DAVIS

Nadya Suleman has so
many kids that when they’re
old enough they could play
hockey or basketball against
each ot her and have t wo
reserves for each team.
Suleman recent ly gave
birth octuplets by way of in
vitro fertilization, giving her
a total of 14 children that she
calls her own.
W h i le t he g if t of l ife
should be
celebrated —
each successful
birth another
te st a ment to
the miraculous
abilit y of the
hu m a n b o d y
MICHAEL
— Su lema n’s
WUNDERLICH new children
Second-year
delivers a
print
disturbing
journalism
reality.
student
Suleman
currently has no job, owes
about $50,000 in student
loans and has no husband
or even boyfriend to help
suppor t her plet hora of
children.
Raising one child alone
can be an arduous task, and
multiple children within a
few years of each other creates
an even greater challenge.
Children come at a high cost
— money required to feed
and clothe them and time
to care for and guide them
through life.
I know how hard it is to
raise a child, as I’ve seen and
experienced it firsthand.
Two of my three brothers
are below the age of four —
one is 3 years old and the
other is 8 months. There
are times when infants will
test any parent’s patience and
energy, with 4 a.m. wakeup
calls, horrific messes and, of
course, endless dirty diapers.
Suleman claims her life and
everything about it revolves
around her children, which
is an encouraging statement,
and one I don’t doubt.
St i l l, Su lema n ha s no
means of providing for these
children other than the $450
of food stamps she receives.
The drive to mother such
a large brood of offspring
baffles me considering the
circumstances.
W h i le la rger f a m i l ie s
have surely been recorded,
I fear that these children
a re b eg i n n i n g l i f e at a
disadvantage, and that’s not
speak ing from a material
standpoint.
There are greater things in
this world than having Baby
Air Jordan’s on your child’s
feet or drenching them from
head to toe in Baby Gap.
A child ultimately deserves
the attention and love of
their parents so that they feel
nurtured and appreciated in
their formative years.
There are 14 of Suleman’s
c h i ld ren , a nd on ly one
Nadya. Her mot her, t he
other six children’s caretaker
while Suleman was in the
hospital giving birth, publicly
criticized her daughter for
the choice to have eight more
children. Suleman seems to
have her head in the clouds,
believing everything will
work out i n ra isi ng her
enormous family, and I’d like
to believe that to be true.
The reality of the situation
I fear though, is much harsher
than Suleman’s vision.
Suleman’s 14 children may
all experience a joyful and
happy life despite the obvious
financial and familial burdens
they’ve been born under, but
they certainly have been
challenged from day one.

Design Director
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Birthdays show figures’ worth
Lincoln, Darwin prove
great heroes deserving of
gained fame, idolization
The day I’m writing this
column, February 12, is
an important anniversary.
On this day 200 years ago,
A br a h a m L i nc ol n a nd
Charles Darwin were born.
What do the 16th president
of the United
States and the
scientist who
developed
t he t heor y
of nat u ra l
selection
have in comRICHARD
mon? The
WOOD
celebrations
Third-year
surrounding
history
t he annistudent
versaries of
their births
demonstrate the persistent
appeal of heroes.
President Obama has
missed no opportunity to
emulate Lincoln, constantly
referring to him in speeches
and modeling his inaugural
celebration after Lincoln’s.
Media commentators as well
have speculated endlessly
about the similarities, real
or superficial, between the
two Illinois lawyers who
became president. President
Obama’s remark s today
commemorating the bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth
emphasize the continuing

relevancy of Lincoln to our
times.
This is all pretty incredible considering the typical
American attitude towards
presidents. Most presidents
are criticized — both during and after their terms.
In general, Americans don’t
give their presidents much
respect. But the few who are
thought to have achieved
greatness become heroes,
and heroes persist.
W h at ab out C h a rle s
Darwin? In Britain, the
organization Darwin200
plans celebrations throughout 2009 to celebrate the
life and work of the famous
naturalist. The government
has issued a new coin imprinted with Darwin’s face.
Even less than a president,
who is, after all, a public figure, a scientist might seem
like an unlikely candidate
for the title of hero. But
important ones, especially
those like Darwin that promoted their theories in the
face of intense opposition,
will earn the label.
W hat the examples of
Lincoln and Darwin tell us
is that people will always
be attracted to outstanding
individuals, to heroes, and
this is true no matter what
field you’re talking about.
But is this tendency to fixate on heroes a good thing?
On one hand, it’s important
to have role models, both to

motivate people to reach for
the stars and to shame those
in positions of responsibility
that fall short. Since every
generation feels that virtue
and heroism is in short
supply, it’s useful to have
examples from the past to
point to.
On the other hand, the
reason each generat ion
inevitably thinks the times
are wicked and that all the
heroes are gone is because
every public person is subject to scrutiny and scandal
that will be long forgotten
by future generations.
Abraham Lincoln had
(and has) his detractors.
Same with Darwin. In both
cases, some will claim that
these heroes get all the
credit for achievements
that others had a hand in.
For example, other scientists who contributed to
development of the theory
of natural selection. Hero
worship can lead us to ignore the flaws in certain
individuals while forgetting
the contributions of others.
In the end, there’s probably
no way to convince people
to stop idolizing t heir
heroes. In moderation, it’s
probably not a bad thing
either. Heroes will always
matter. But we shouldn’t
forget that even heroes are
human, and nothing they
did could have been done
alone.

Students should fight cuts
South Carolina needs
to change priorities
save, improve education
We’ve a l l he a rd t he
news. USC is in the midst
of a massive budget crisis
after having lost more state
funding than
any ot her
school in the
country.
You’re
only here
for about
four or five
PETER
years. That
SCHAEFFING mea ns t hat
Second-year
if you want
economics
to get t he
student
f ull college
experience at a university
that doesn’t have to cut
corners to save cash, we
need to get some of that
money back now.
So will you fight for it?
Student Government is
ready to try, if you’ll help
it.
In the past few months,
student senators have passed
legislation to provide a voice
for you during the funding
crunch. One resolution
sought to regain money
lost from programs like
PASCAL, the service that
allows you to get library
book s f rom across t he
state. Another requested

student oversight to ensure
responsible spending by
the administration, and the
latest instituted a student
lobby. These measures show
that the senate is looking
out for you, but it certainly
can’t do everything itself.
The st udent lobby in
particular is a tremendous
opport unit y for you to
get personally involved in
recovering some of the lost
money. The lobby, set to
begin in the fall, will be
open to all students through
an application process and
will make frequent trips to
the State House to lobby
for education issues.
Sout h Carolina sadly
u nder values educat ion,
as demonstrated by the
disproportionate number of
spending cuts levied on the
education system. A strong
student presence can show
lawmakers how much we
care. State policymakers
need to shift their priorities,
and a motivated group of
students may be just the
push that they need.
The coming SG elections
are another chance for you
to take a stand for school
funding.
A mong a g roup of
candidates running on a
host of the typical platforms
like parking and dining
ser v ices improvements,

VP candidate Matt Ungar
st a nds out as a st rong
proponent of fighting to
regain the lost money.
The staggering budget
cuts have Ungar angry, and
he seems to be determined
to do something
me a n i n g f u l w it h t h at
frustration. Unfazed by
the scope of the problem,
the excitable sophomore
appears ready to march to
the Capitol himself and
take a stand for Carolina
students.
Of course, he can only
do this if your vote gives
him the chance.
Your college experience
is profoundly inf luenced
by how involved you are in
student groups, intramurals
and other activities. Now,
because of the extraordinary
circumstances we are facing,
it could also be influenced
by your willingness to step
up to the plate for yourself.
College students today
are often written off as
being uninspired, issueless
partiers. If this isn’t an issue
that can get your attention
and force you to act, that
criticism may be true. It
would be nice if we would
take stands more often to
help others, but taking this
opportunity to stand up for
ourselves would be a step in
the right direction.
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Pastafarians make
impact with debate
There was more than a little interest in Thursday night’s
Darwin Day Debate based on the droves of people turned
away from the Russell House Ballroom.
If you didn’t go, or were one of the many people turned
away, you missed Dan Barker, co-president of the Freedom
From Religion Foundation and Kyle Butt of Apologetics Press
arguing the existence of the biblical God. USC’s Pastafarians,
a “multipurpose organization for atheists, agnostics, skeptics
and ‘non’religious students,” hosted the event. Barker argued
that God does not exist, and Butt argued the opposite.
Both students and Columbia community members were in
attendance for the debate.
Regardless of who ‘won’
the debate, the event was
successful on several levels.
Getting students and the
community involved in an
event of intellectual discussion
on campus is no small feat,
and the Pastafarians should
be com mended for t hei r
efforts. The university should
consistent ly d raw i n t he
community for such events,
but often fails to do so. It was
refreshing to see an event meet such success.
Bringing in two well-known and reputable people from
both sides of such an argument was also commendable. In
a state known for its religious closed-mindedness, bringing
in two experts to debate such as controversial issue as the
existence of God was both bold and difficult.
The Pastafarians have set the bar for what a student
organization can do with a little bit of hard work and purpose.
We hope more student organizations can accomplish the
same.

The Pastafarians
have set the bar
for what a student
organization can
do with a little bit
of hard work.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s page
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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“To fear love is to fear life, and those who
fear life are already three parts dead.”
— Bertrand Russell
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Valentines Day, silver screen relationships
affirm gender roles, highten expectations
Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

Valentines Day is upon us and asking people
the loaded question “What are your plans for
Saturday?” seems to elicit two very distinct
perspectives. Some people will display giddy
excitement about the love-laced day. Others view
Feb. 14 as a disgusting greeting card holiday that
simply pours salt into old romantic wounds.
It’s not very astonishing that the people who are
most enraged by the holiday are single, a number
which greatly increases between the holidays and
Valentines Day — the time period during which
more breakups occur than any other time of the
year. However, many people in relationships resent
the day because of the undue pressure and stress it
puts on them.
Part of the cause of Valentines Day stress can
be attributed to the buildup the day gets from
the media, particularly from the film industry.
The number of relationships people see played
out on the silver screen can vastly outnumber
those healthy relationships they have witnessed
in reality. However, just because Meg Ryan can
clandestinely meet the love of her life on the top
of the Empire State Building on Valentines Day in
“Sleepless in Seattle,” that does not mean that the
rest of us can expect the same.
A study conducted by Heriot-Watt University
in Edinburgh, Scotland, in Dec. 2008 states that
romantic comedies can shoulder the burden of
the unsuccessful love lives of some of their most
die-hard fans. The theory, which is supported
by a study of more than 100 participants, states
that sappy love movies can not only give viewers
unrealistic expectations for relationships, but that
skewed viewpoints of how love can be “meant to
be” can hamper people’s abilities and desires to

properly communicate with their partner.
Professor Suzanne Swan, who teaches a
Psychology of Men and Masculinity course at
USC, does not find the study’s results surprising.
“The media presents us with a mystical idea of
romantic relationships without any perspective on
the amount of work it requires to maintain one,”
Swan said . “Women many be especially taken
with the idea that they will find the
perfect mate who is not only wealthy,
attractive and funny, but possesses a
sense of romantic ideals that are unrealistic
at best.”
David Asiamah, a psychology graduate student
who teaches the course with Swan, said the high
bar for men can be detrimental.
“As men, we measure our masculine identity to
this standard and are made to feel inadequate if we
fail to meet it,” Asiamah said.
Valentines Day simply amplifies these pressures.
Nathan Smith, a third-year finance and economics
student, resents that in the past he has been forced
into buying expensive Valentines Day gifts for
girlfriends past.
“I think it means more when you’re not expected
or pressured into showing affection,” Smith said.
First-year print journalism student Taylor
Lugash echoes the sentiments from the female
perspective.
“Couples don’t need Valentines Day to show
how much they care about each other through
flowers, chocolates and eleaborate dates, not that
the combination of these is bad generally,” Lugash
said.
She admits that sometimes romantic comedies
can leave her feeling “hopeless,” but that they
definitely have an effect on her.
“Despite some of my sarcastic cynicism, I still
get spine tingles, teary eyes and butterflies while
watching romantic comedies,” Lugash said. “I’m
just an actress in my own movie, waiting for my
Matthew McConaughey to walk on screen.”
But notions like this are exactly what intimidate

New site
aids singles
Match.com spin-off
caters to younger crowd
Cam Byrd

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

m e n
like Smith.
“I was amazed freshman year
to hear girls talking about how they a r e
looking for Prince Charming to sweep them off
their feet or to attain their MRS. degree,” Smith
said.
Mandatory acts like opening doors, helping
women with their coats and always paying for
dinner are given the term “benevolent sexism” in
the Men and Masculinity course.
“Benevolent sexism masquerades as chivalry in
that it is based on the idea that women need to be
rescued, protected, placed on a pedestal or even
worshiped,” Asiamah said. “See ‘Snow White,’
‘Beauty and the Beast’ and the range of Disney
movies to illustrate the point.”
Smith observes that when women aren’t being
wooed in film they are being domineering and
bossing the men in their lives around.
“When was the last time a man and a woman
were equal in either a romance movie or a TV
show?” Smith said.
“Relationships should be regarded as equal
partnerships and any imbalance in power will
result in conflict and resentment down the line,”
Swan said.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

The Mix challenges everyone to mix up their Valentines Day by trading in those worn
out clichés for something a little more unique:

A Dozen Red Roses — Try taking your love interest to the Riverbank Zoo
and Botanical Garden for the Orchids on the Riverbanks Festival. The
exhibition opens at 1 p.m. Friday and runs through the weekend. For the cost of
zoo admission, you can see some truly amazing blooms and make some exciting,
unique memories.

Teddy Bear — When you really think about it, giving a stuffed animal is
actually creepy. If the object of your affection is moderately responsible, try
giving them a pet beta fish. Sure the little guys are basically decorations you
have to feed, but they can be really beautiful and a little more sincere. Try Pet
Supplies Plus on 1001 Harden St.

Box of Chocolates — Forrest Gump’s mama might have been on to something
and when it comes to Valentines Day — you want to know exactly what you’re
going to get. Edible Arrangements offers really delicious fruit arrangements
that won’t leave your sweetheart feeling overweight. The chocolate-covered
strawberries are a big success. Edible Arrangements at 605 Harden St. can be
reached at (803) 251-2544.

Chick flick labels not always accurate
‘When Harry Met Sally,’
‘Knocked Up’ take mush
out of typical love stories
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

Face it g uys, somet imes t he
hardest part of that Valentines Day
date is knowing that at the end of
it you might be subjected to the
unnatural torture of the “girl’s
movie,” the “chick f lick,” where
you would give just about anything
for someone to blow something
up.
But it doesn’t have to be this
way. There are still plenty of great
romantic movies to enjoy if you
know you’re not that into “He’s
Just Not That Into You.” Take a
gamble on this list of romances
that will change how you think
about romantic comedies.
“W hen Harry Met Sally” has
stood up for 20 years as one of
t he def init ive diat ribes on t he
innumerable differences between
men and women, why dating sucks
and why men and women can’t
“just be friends.” It features terrific
chemistry from Billy Crystal and
Meg Ryan at their comedic best,

a nd t he scr ipt by Rob Rei ner
a nd Nora Eph ron per fec t ly
b a l a n c e s w it f r o m m a le a nd
female perspectives. Parts seem to
borrow shamelessly from Woody
Allen, but the superb writing and
humorous characterizations make
it a perennial favorite.
“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless
Mind” fl ips conventional romance
on its head and spins it around to
dizzying effect, blowing apart any
notion of cliché. Jim Carrey gives
career-best work as a man trying
to literally erase a woman from
his mind. Kate Winslet is equally
superb as his manic ex-girlfriend.
Charlie Kaufman’s narrative warps
itself inside Carrey’s suppressed
and disappearing memories, but
every inch of it feels honest, true
and immensely creative.
Turn to Judd Apatow for the
def in it ive word on star t lingly
good romantic sex comedies with
a double feature of “The 40-YearOld Virgin” and “Knocked Up.”
T hey may be f u l l of rau nchy
humor and strings of profanity, but
there’s no denying the heart at the
center. Apatow’s fl are for relaxed
improvisations give his f ilms a
detached vibe that lets leading men
like Steve Carell and Seth Rogen
create great, humorous and wholly

identifiable characters.
Don’t be fooled by t he t it le
of “The Princess Bride.” It may
sound corny, but you’d be hard
pressed to fi nd another movie that
so def t ly combines fair y tales,
satire, adventure, romance and
good old screwball comedy into
one package. The whole film is
played with a maniacal tongue-incheek attitude that switches off its
romance with bizarre humor.
S o f i a C o p p o l a’s “ L o s t i n
Tr a n s l a t i o n ” m a y n o t b e a
traditional romance movie where
two people fall madly in love with
each other, but it’s very much about
love, human connectedness and
how chance meetings shape our
lives. An intimate and incredibly
personal f il m, it feat u res Bill
Murray at his most subtle and most
human and Scarlett Johansson at
her most beautiful.
Or head back to Holly wood’s
golden age and make Valentines
Day classy with “The Philadelphia
Story,” George Cukor’s ultimate
screwball comedy. Acting legends
Cary Grant, James Stewart and
K at her i ne He pbu r n c r e at e a
sumptuous love triangle in one
of t he all-t ime great romant ic
comedies.
So g uys, don’t fear romance

Courtesy of MGM Studios

Robin Wright Penn and Cary Elwes
star in 1987’s “The Princess Bride.”
movies. They’re not all bland and
repetitive, and a great romantic
movie can sometimes help make
the most of any Valentines Day.
C omm ents on this st or y? E - m a il
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

If you need a Valentine and
you’re t ired of your friends
setting you up, you might try
fi nding someone you can get to
know before you meet them.
DownToEarth.com, a new
dating site, was launched a little
less than a month ago, promising
young singles the opportunity
to find others like them in an
honest and quality environment.
However, what you find on the
site may be worse than the Five
Points freak shows.
The site, from t he parent
company of Match.com, is free
and aimed at young people who
have less time for socialization,
are in a new geographic area or
want to fi nd a date on a tighter
budget.
Through DowntoEarth.com’s
RealRatings system, users are
able to call out other members
on the accuracy of their profile.
Once you meet t he person,
RealRatings lets the user rate
the individual on a five-star scale
from ‘Not Even Close’ (one star)
to ‘True to Life’ (five stars). But
even still, you have to meet the
person. Don’t they know about
t he wackos on “To Catch a
Predator” with Chris Hansen?
“Si ngle s a re t i red of t he
misrepresentation that takes
place on free sites,” said Jacob
Solot a rof f, Dow nToEa r t h’s
fou nder a nd prev iously t he
director of member integrity at
Match.com . “DownToEarth.
com’s Rea l R at i ng s s y stem
encourages honest and respectful
i nter ac t ion s , en abl i ng ou r
daters to create a trustworthy
community.”
Users have to register and
create a profile, all of which
takes about 15 minutes, so it is
not as though you’re penning
a book. However, it is required
for users to write a statement
about themselves and choose
what they’re looking for. The
options available are a long-term
relationship (LTR), dating or
“just friends ... taking it slow”
with a plain disclaimer saying this
site is not for one night stands.
This site only lets single men
and women sign up — other
dating sites vary on this. Also,
unlike other sites like eHarmony.
com, Dow nToEa r t h.com is
open and allows male users
to search for other men and
female users to search for other
women, which is a good signal
that both heterosexuals and
homosexuals engage in romantic
relationships.
Once a profi le is created, the
member can upload his or her
photos. Don’t expect ripped
shirtless dudes or shots of girls’
rears since uploaded content of
this type is not allowed. And let’s
say you’re 32 and you take a great
picture out one night having
fun — trouble is, the picture was
taken when you were 25. Not
allowed. Every picture uploaded
also has to be certified “recent
and accurate.” If you’re planning
on using those glamour shots
from 1998, better call and make
another appointment.
Members can search for other
members by their information
and what they are looking for. If
an interest is found, users can see
their profile information, pictures
and send them a “flirt.” The flirt
is equivalent to the Facebook
poke, but has perhaps more easily
understood intentions.
Many remain skeptical about
the prospects of finding love
online.
“I’m definitely not comfortable
with online dating or meeting
people on the Web in person,”
sa id Stepha n ie M a rsha l l, a
fourt h-year public relat ions
student . “There are too many
scary stories.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

UU COFFEEHOUSE: ONE LEG UP
8 p.m., $7
Columbia Museum of Art, Hampton and
Main streets

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY

TOMORROW

BALLYHOO BURLESQUE SHOW FEATURING
S H A L L O W PA L A C E , C AT S & C O B R A S ,
PACIFICO
7 p.m., $10
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

POUR IN NOW BENEFIT W/ THE UNAWARES,
SONS OF YOUNG, COOTER SCOOTER. THE
NOISE, KID TRAILS
8 p.m., $8
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
ART BAR PLAYERS IMPROV COMEDY
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

CARTEL
7 p.m., $15
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
HEARTBREAK VALENTINES NIGHT WITH
AMERICAN GUN,
THE DEFILERS AND THE FRIENDLY CONFINES
8 p.m., $4
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT?
6 p.m. to 11 p.m., $10
701 Center for Contemporar y A rt, 701
Whaley St.

HOROSCOPES

02/13/09

1234567890-=
ARIES Don’t get all
upset if somebody’s rude to
you or your mate. Don’t let
it keep on happening, but
smile when you lay down
the law.
T A U R U S D o n’t
try to explain what you’re
doi ng to a person who
w o n’t u n d e r s t a n d . B e
ready if you’re challenged,
though.
G E M I N I The
c aut ion f lag is out for
communications regarding
money. Don’t get into a
fight about finances. It’s
not a good time to talk.
C A N C E R
Everybody has an idea, and
all of them are different.
Can you get them to agree
on a ny t h i ng? Probably
not.

L E O Th is is not
exactly your lucky day, so
don’t take risks. Let your
competitors do that. You
play it close to the chest.
VIRGO You have lots
of work, and the worries
that go with it. Before you
get sucked under again, call
out for a little help.
LIBRA Your place may
be a mess, but is it a creative
process? Look at what you
want to accomplish. Don’t
get stuck in the muck you
have to go through to get
from here to there.
S COR PIO Best
to keep your opinions to
yourself for a little while.
They aren’t firmly founded
on solid fact, as you already
know. Better to keep your
words private than have to
eat them later, in public.

SAGIT TARIUS
You’d love to tel l t hat
arrogant pedant exactly
what you think. That is
not, however, a great idea.
So do not go there.
CAPRICORN You
can still get your message
across, if it’s ca ref u l ly
chosen. K now t hat will
be more d if f ic u lt now.
Don’t get overly chatt y.
Make every word count for
three.

AQUA RIUS

ACROSS
1 Small matter?
5 Laminated rock
10 Berg opera
14 Focal points
15 "Rodeo" composer
Copland
16 Genesis character
17 Tolkien creatures

Continue to turn and look
both ways before crossing
the street. This goes for
listening to gossip, too.

18 Convection

PISCES If anything
can go wrong, the odds are
good that it will. So be very
careful with your words
and with your actions now.

22 Dollar bill

appliances
19 Scoff
20 Gounod opera
23 Jinxed
24 Severe pang
25 Bizet opera
27 Most remote, brieﬂy
29 Makes sense
33 G.I. no-show
36 Trying to outrun

02/13/09

for 02/12/09

DOWN

Solutions from 02/12/09

40 Ottoman ofﬁcial

1 High in the sky

41 Puccini opera

2 Hebrew scroll

44 Signed off on

3 Come to pass

45 Strongly opposed

4 University of

46 Slangy greetings

Montana city

47 Big Bird's street

5 __ Paulo, Brazil

49 Fish story

6 Utter chaos

51 Strauss opera

7 Scene of action

55 Essence of roses

8 Solitary one

59 Wet sprays

9 USNA grads

62 Shakespearean

10 Popularized myth

curse

11 Early computer OS

63 Bellini opera

12 Ear ﬂap

64 Egyptian cross

13 Secondhand

35 Betting

entertainment

65 Letter ﬂourish

21 Rolodex info

probabilities

53 Virtuous

67 Spellbound

23 Row of bushes

37 Supreme Court

54 Be

68 Quick haircut

26 Trophy shelf

justice Fortas

56 Swap

69 Clean the slate

28 See the world

38 Mangy mutt

57 More than enough

70 Run in neutral

30 Out of danger

39 Neutral possessive

58 Time charges

71 Verdi opera

31 Unaesthetic

42 May honorees

59 First name in spies

72 Ballroom dance

32 Foots the bill

43 Inﬂated language

60 Letters on a cross

73 So-so grades

33 Famous cookie

48 Respiratory ailment

61 Lose traction

maker

50 McKellen or

65 Stitch up

34 Stop sleeping

Fleming

66 Casablanca cap

52 Highbrow
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Archie crucial for USC against Bama
Menʼs basketball rolls into Tuscaloosa Saturday;
Horn pleased with success, aiming for more
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

For two years junior forward Dominique Archie has played
out of position. For two years Archie has been forced into a
position down low because of a lack of team post presence.
For two years South Carolina fans have wondered what life
at the Colonial Life Arena would be like if the former high
school All-American could play his true spot on the wing.
Since the development of sophomore forwards Mike
Holmes and Sam Muldrow USC coach Darrin Horn has
been able to ease both Archie’s and Gamecock fans’ woes
by moving the 6-7 forward to the small forward position to
which he truly belongs.
The importance of that move will be apparent this Saturday
when the Gamecocks travel to Tuscaloosa, Ala. to take on the
Crimson Tide.
Alabama is lead by senior guard Alonzo Gee. Gee is a 6-6
guard that has now started 83 consecutive games for his team.
Gee is a leader not only by experience, but also by example. He
is tops among Crimson Tide players in points, minutes and
rebounds this season. Gee’s talent is quite apparent to anyone
involved in college basketball and Horn is no exception.
“I think (Gee’s) a terrific player,” Horn said. “I think that
his size on the wing is something that is an advantage for
him.”
There is no doubt that few players have the ability to match
up with Gee. His ability to score from long range, he leads
his team in three pointers, and to reach he hoop creates a
tough situation for any defender. However, thanks to Archie’s
relocation, Horn is confident about his team’s ability to keep
Gee’s output to a minimum.
“We’ve moved Archie out to the wing too,” Horn said. “So
we feel like that matchup is a good one.”
With Archie defending Gee and junior guard Devan
Downey, who is first in the SEC in steals, keeping Alabama’s
second leading scorer, sophomore guard Senario Hillman,
under control it would be easy for Horn and company to
overlook the Crimson Tide, especially considering Alabama’s
3-6 conference record. Not to mention the fact that as the
season winds down more and more experts have USC on the
mind for an NCAA Tournament bid.
However, as the season progresses Horn is requiring that
his players remain focused on the tasks at hand. Even though
he has already topped his predecessor’s SEC win total with
seven conference games on the schedule Horn has made sure
to keep improvement and winning at the forefront of his

Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Dominique Archie plays tight defense against Georgia’s Howard Thompkins during last weekend’s sellout victory.
mind.
“I think it’s a matter of us continuing to go out on a daily
basis and on a game-by-game basis and performing in a way
that we give ourselves an opportunity to win,” Horn said.
The Gamecocks could have a bright light at the end of their
season’s tunnel as their toughest remaining games almost
all come at home, a fact that Tennessee coach Bruce Pearl
said gave USC “a definite advantage,” in the SEC East race.
However, there is still a lot of basketball to be played and

many things could change. Horn remains confident in his
team no matter which way its fortunes turn.
“I think this team has shown a lot of toughness all year,”
Horn said. “They’ve really answered every challenge along
the way and their focus is great.”
Saturday’s game starts at 3 p.m. and will be televised by
Raycom Sports.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Carolina drops
another game
Women’s basketball
loses fifth straight
in waning moments
Scott Waggoner

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC’s young team cheers on one of its batters during last weekend’s matchup with the College of Charleston.

Freshmen lead way for Gamecocks on softball diamond
Compton trying to ‘get everyone as much
experience’ but ‘still put ‘W’s’ on board’
Michael Finnegan

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC’s softball team heads to Orlando, Fla., for their fi rst of
many early season tournaments. The team is coming off of a
season opening 2-1 series victory over College of Charleston.
The team won its fi rst two games against the Cougars on
Saturday, but when on the road Sunday, the team was very
different than on Saturday. This inconsistency is one thing
that USC coach Joyce Compton will have to face with a very
young team this season.
“Saturday we played like a seasoned team. We came out
and played with enthusiasm and excitement,” Compton said.
“Then Sunday, we were lackadaisical, maybe too complacent.
We have to realize we have to come out the same and not have
highs and low and that might be characteristic of a young
team.”
The team will open up with No. 25 Kansas to start the
tournament on Friday. Later that day, they will play Bradley.
On Saturday, they will take on North Florida and Bowling

Green before fi nishing the tournament on Sunday against
Texas-Arlington.
These early tournaments are very beneficial for Compton
and her staff because she can juggle her line-up to best see
who plays well in what position, but also earn wins.
“Our objective is to try to get everyone as much experience
as we can, but still put “W”s on the board,” Compton said.
One big concern for Carolina is their pitching staff. The
Gamecocks are trying to replace star pitchers Kate Pouliot
and Melissa Hendon.
In the first game last weekend, it looked like freshman
Audrey Boyles would be the answer. Broyles gave up only
one run and six hits and struck out fourteen batters on Friday
against College of Charleston. However, in the second outing
of her career, she did not fare as well. Broyles gave up two
runs and seven hits and only threw one strikeout.
This weekend in Orlando, Compton is eager to see what
Boyles and the rest of her pitching staff are capable of doing.
“It will give us time to see what our pitching staff can do,”
Compton said. “They can throw 14 innings in a weekend.
How are they going to respond the day after? Do we need to
SOFTBALL ● 9

The women’s
basketball team dropped
their fifth consecutive
game last night 58-54 in
a tight battle with the
A rkansas Razorbacks.
The loss drops t he
Gamecocks to an overall
record of 9-14 overall
a nd 1-9 i n SEC play.
Freshman star Lakeisha
Sutton once again led
the team with 15 points
and five assists.
The clash of two lower
tier teams in the SEC was
close all throughout, but
in the end Arkansas, who
with the win improves to
14-11 overall and 3-7 in
the SEC, was able to pull
away. Carolina shot 38.6
% from the field though
they only managed to go
2-9 from the three-point
line.
T he bu l k of t heir
points came f rom
Sut ton, and fellow
starter Tonia Williams,
w h o c o n t r i b u t e d 13
points to go along with
eight rebounds. Samone
Ken nedy a lso played
well as she scored nine
points and grabbed three
rebounds. Off the bench,
C.J. Pace shined putting
up 10 points despite the
fact that she only went
2-9 from the field.
Carolina played
A rk a n sa s e ven i n a l l
aspects of the game but
t he R az orback s were
simply able to make more
plays down the stretch,
which helped them get
the win.

Arkansas received good
of fen sive produc t ion
from a variety of players.
They had three players
in double figures, with
Ly nd s a y H a r r i s a nd
Whitney Jones leading
the way by scoring 16 and
15 points respectively.
Jones also grabbed nine
rebounds, as she fi nished
one short of recording a
double-double.
The loss also snaps the
Gamecocks three gamewinning streak against
Arkansas, who lead the
all time series 14-7.
The result of the game
continues the trend of
frustrating performances
by a Gamecock team that
has a lot of potential.
The loss was t he 7t h
one by Carolina decided
by 10 points or less this
season.
Clearly, their record
i s n’t a n ac c u r at e
mea s u rement of how
good t his team could
be. Ca rol i na ha s t he
15th hardest schedule in
the nation. Tennessee
is the only team in the
SE C w it h a t ou g her
list of opponents. With
many young players on
t he team, t his season
appears to be turning
into a rebuilding year
that could lead to great
success in the next few
years to come.
Carolina will look to
snap their losing streak
when they play Alabama
t h is Su nday at t he
Colonial Center. The
Crimson Tide sit last
place in the SEC with
zero wins this year in
the league. Tip off is set
for 3 p.m.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu
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split games? I think more
than anything it will show
us what our best lineup will
be come conference play.”
These early season
tou r na ment s a re a good
test and preparation for the
tough conference schedule of
the SEC. This tournament
will challenge the team to

play on three consecutive
days and Compton is eager
to see how t he team will
respond.
“Playing three straight
days, we have to see what
players can to see back to
back to back now. We do not
see that come conference
play, but we do see Saturday
a nd Su nday ga mes a nd
we did n’t respond well,”
Compton said. “We need

to see how we respond this
week k now ing we have a
third day now.”
The G amecock s beg in
action at 11 a.m. on Friday
and cont inue t hroughout
t h e w e e k e n d . Fa n s c a n
follow all the action at www.
gamecocksonline.com.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Hancock returns to track
Junior sprinter making
triumphant comeback
from old injury
Ty Zeigler

STAFF WRITER

As the Gamecock track
and field teams prepare for
a their trip to Fayetteville,
A rk ., t h i s we e k e nd f or
t he Tyson I nter nat ional
Invitational, they are still
waiting for six-time A llAmerican Jason Richardson
to return from a hamstring
injury.
R ichardson has not
competed since the
20 08 Outdoor NC A A
Championships.
“We hope to have him
next week here at home,”
head coach Curtis Frye said.
Frye mentioned that the
goal for Richardson is to
have him back in time for the
Indoor SEC Championships
in Lexington, Ky., though
hav ing him back for t he
Gamecock Invitational on
Feb. 21 would be ideal so
he could run one weekend
before he is ready to go full
strength.
“It gives you a better drive
and makes you more hungry
when you do bounce back on
the track,” Richardson said.
Richardson has already
qualif ied for t he NC A A
Championships, as he is the
only hurdler in the nation
w it h a n automat ic t i me
in t he 60 meter hurdles,
guaranteeing his spot.
While Richardson rests,
redshirt junior Johnathan
Ha ncock is back f rom
a n i nju r y suf fered h is
sophomore year. Richardson

is lea r n i ng t he tougher
mental aspects of sitting out
while his team competes.
“It is difficult to say the
least, especially because
athletics are our livelihood at
this school. Most of us were
recruited here for athletics,
so that is an integral part of
our personality,” Richardson
said.
The lesson Richardson
is learning is one which
Hancock already knows very
well.
“It is one of t he worst
feelings from an athlete’s
point of view, but you still
want to root for the team
and be supportive,” Hancock
said.
Current ly on t he rise,
Hancock ran a personalbest time in the 60m dash at
the New Balance Collegiate
Invitational last weekend in
Manhattan.
“It is just one of those
things where you are glad to
be back on the track to prove
everybody wrong who said
you couldn’t do it,” Hancock
said.
Hancock is a sprinter who
came into USC with high
expectations, according to
Frye. An injury late in his
senior year of high school
and a another injury when
he was a sophomore at USC
has slowed his development,
but Frye feels that Hancock
is now developing as he had
always expected him to, even
if it has taken a bit longer.
“I t hink it takes some
people longer to buy into
transition. John is a great
student [who] graduated in
three and a half years and

wants to go to law school. I
think his concentration has
been better now that he has
one degree,” Frye said.
Fr ye t a l ked about t he
stresses of being a college
at hlete who is t r y ing to
succeed in academics and
athletics, and how Hancock
is now in a better position
to succeed in athletics now
that he has conquered an
academic endeavor.
“You juggle so much and
athletics is a forty-hour-aweek job. I think he could
have got here quicker, but
it’s just that he was juggling
a lot of things,” Frye said.
A 6.69 in the 60m dash is
required to go to the NCAA
National Championships,
and Hancock’s best this year
was 6.70. He will punch his
ticket as a qualifier to the
championships if he can
improve on his time by 0.01
seconds.
Hancock w ill have his
cha nce t h is weekend i n
Fayetteville. The event runs
from Friday to Saturday, an
all-day event each day.
Both the men and women
will compete in the event that
has excellent competition.
“Tyson is an invitational
with a large number of the
best teams in the country.
We have to get our k ids
matched up with people who
qualif y for the nationals.
A nd i n A rk a n sa s, t here
will be a number of good
matchups,” Frye said.

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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SEC schedule tells same old
difficult story for Gamecocks
USC’s 2009 lineup may be one
of most diﬃcult in decades
The USC football team has played
a difficult football schedule annually
since they joined the SEC in 1992, and
t he 20 09 football season w ill be no
exception. I suppose you could say that
the upcoming slate of football games for
the Gamecocks is a “doozy,” even when
compared to the schedules from the past
17 years.
USC will open the 2009 season with
two road games. The fi rst, a Thursday
night non-conference matchup against
the Wolfpack on ESPN. USC handily
defeated North Carolina State last season
34-0 , but the Wolfpack rallied back to
finish their regular season with four
straight wins (over Duke,
U NC , Wa ke Forest a nd
M iami) and a t rip to t he
Papajohns.com Bowl.
NCSU quarterback
Russell Wilson was injured
in the game in Columbia,
but fi nished the season with
TY ZEIGLER
17 p a s s i n g t o u c hd ow n s
Fourth-year
and only one interception.
political
T h e Wo l f p a c k s h o u l d
science
prove to be much tougher
student
competition than they were last year,
especially considering this game will be
on the road.
The second road game will be against
SEC East rival Georgia. The Bulldogs lost
their top passing, rushing and receiving
weapons to the NFL and graduation in
Stafford, Moreno and Massaquoi, but a
game between the hedges will never be
easy.
Sout h Carol i na w il l nex t get a
f o u r - g a m e h o m e s t a n d , w it h t w o
non-conference games against Florida
Atlantic and South Carolina State. FAU
won the Motor City Bowl last season and
S.C. State features the MEAC offensive
player of the year from last season.
A lso mak ing t he trip to Columbia
during that home stand will be Ole Miss
and Kentucky, winners of the Cotton and
Liberty Bowls respectively. The Rebel’s
Jevan Snead may be t he second best
quarterback in the SEC, and Ole Miss
should be stronger than they were last
season when the Gamecocks beat them

in Oxford. Kentuck y is 0-16 all time
versus Steve Spurrier, and the Wildcats
have lost eight straight games to USC.
Possibly the toughest game on the
schedule for USC, the Gamecocks will
play in Tuscaloosa, A la. for the f irst
time since 2004 as they square off with
Alabama. The Crimson Tide will bring
an elite defense and a smash-mout h
offense into battle with the Gamecocks.
Road games in the SEC are already
difficult enough, and despite their loss
to the Utah Utes in the Sugar Bowl last
season, the Crimson Tide is still one of
the best teams in the SEC, and will be
next year.
Following a should-win home game
against t he Vanderbilt Commodores
(though that was said the last two seasons
when they beat USC), the Gamecocks
go back on the road for the fi nal time in
2009 at Tennessee and at Arkansas.
USC beat bot h teams last season,
but bot h teams may be far better as
Tennessee has a new coach for the fi rst
time in 17 years , and Bobby Petrino is
building a winner in Arkansas.
The f inal t wo games of the season
bring the Gamecocks back home to face
two of three parts of the Orange Crush,
Florida and Clemson.
All that you need to know when the
Gators come to town is that they have
two national title rings and a Heisman
winner in the past three years.
After a bye week, Clemson will bring
C.J. Spiller to Columbia to face t he
Gamecocks (again), and Dabo Swinney
should have his program fired up and
ready to go for the last regular season
game.
T h is schedu le w i l l be one of t he
toughest in the country next season, so
should the Gamecocks come out with
eight wins, that may be cause to celebrate.
There are only three to four ‘sure-wins’
on this schedule (UK, Vandy, SC State
and FAU ), but that is difficult to say
considering UK’s recent gridiron success
and Vanderbilt’s small winning streak
over the Gamecocks.
Conquering this schedule with at least
eight wins would certainly be a step up
for USC’s program. A nd coach Steve
Spurrier needs to have such a season
because the results he has put up so far in
Columbia has brought very little praise.

Come see our Open House Friday the 13th

• KAYAKING
• TUBING
• CANOEING
1107 State Street • Cayce, SC 29033
(803) 796 - 4505
www.adventurecarolina.com

THE

FAMOUS

SLAW DOGS

2 $299
FOR

We take the

LOFTSat USC

“off” outta Off-Campus Housing

Now leasing 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom loft apts
for Summer and Fall 2009

Bring this ad in for half off the Application Fee
211 Main St.
Columbia, SC 29201
www.theLoftsatUSC.com

803.254.7801
fax 803-779-4517
E-mail: Lofts@Jarsllc.com
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Announcements

Housing-Rent
3BR 2.5BA Townhouse $950
3845 OVebrook Rd 29205
www.scbrs.com 394-5144

SHANDON - 2713 PRESTON STREET
Excellent large 1BR
available now.
Great location. Close to USC. Ideal for
Grad. Std or Professional. 782-9009.
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442

Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
3819 Barwick St. 2BR 1BA sunrm w/d
hdwd flrs fncd yd, energy eff Newly renov. Pets ok Available NOW. $875
864-320-1500 .
Students live for Free! Stop paying
rent and buy with City incentives and tax
breaks a home that has separate
mother-in-law $150,000 low interest and
no closing cost. Great location!
Call 843-345-6332
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cycle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129

Downtown Living *ASPYRE*
*1,2,3 BR’S* Flexible Leases*
*Brand New* Parking Garage*
Int., H20 incld. *803-400-1570*

Housing-Sale

DUPLEX 1BR APT- hdwd flrs Park St.
2 miles from USC. $395 318-0729

LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Roommates
Great Price, Location & View.
2BR.,1BA, Furn Apt. Mature M/rmmt,
20+.Across USC horseshoe. $425/Mo.,
includes Utl. 843-409-1460.

Housing-Rent
Seeking F/rmmte 3BR 3BA furn. Retreatof Cola. Free int. cable. Email/call
Humamakhan@gmail.com
843-566-5841 Khana20@comcast.net
5BR 3.5BA Country house alarm pool
near Cola International Univ. Must have
rental insurance. Will Fowler 256-6295.
Luxury Carolina Walks Condo 3BR 2BA
granite tops appl & stain steel. 957-7412

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

Lifeguard class beginning March
27-April 5th. Member rate $150
Non-member Rate $200. Scuba class
beginning March 16-April 5th. Member
rate $350 Non-member rate $425. For
more information contact Kristin
Shelton 407-1079 ext 15.

Apartments

DEADLINE

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted

PT RETAIL SALES ASST. - Seeking intelligent, friendly person for busy retail
pool store environment. Ideal for students. No exp. necessary, training provided. Excellent summer position. Apply
@ American Pools, 2225 Platt Springs
Rd. W. Cola. Call 796-8339 for directions.

Sodexho @ THE NATIONAL ADVOCACY CENTER is now accepting applications for a PT front desk clerk. This is
a great opportunity to gain experience in
a hotel atmosphere. Qualified applicant
must be able to work a flex sched, including weekends. Apply in person M-F
9am-4pm (Bring a copy of your fall ‘08
and spring ‘09 class schedule and attach it to your application.)
The National Advocacy Center
1620 Pendleton St.
EEO/a Drug Fee Workplace

PT SALES ASSOCIATE AT GNC NE COLA NORTHPOINT COMMONS
10-15/hrs/wk for nights & weekends.
Must be 18 y.o out-going and have sales
experience. Knowledge in health and nutrition a plus. Apply in person @
10050 Two Notch Road 788-2177. For
more info email gnc803@yahoo.com

Help Wanted
Child Care
Irmo Day Care -. PT position available
working with 3 y.o 2-6:00pm. Daycare
exp required. Call 781-5439.

Help Wanted

Wanted

Help Wanted
Summer Camps

A new church in Lexington is looking for
a Bass guitar player & a drummer to
help w/Sunday morning worship service.
These will be paid positions. If interested, please contact Mark @ 463-3570.

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors to teach. All land, adventure & water
sports.
Great
summer!
Call
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Help Wanted
Instructors

Tutoring
Services

PT Experienced Female Personal
Trainers needed. Located 5 minutes
from USC. Contact Ann Marie @
Personally Fit 799-9455 for details.

Mathematics tutoring services!
CALL THE EXPERT! 738-8956

Travel

Help Wanted
Restaurants

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

Tombo Grille now hiring Host & Hostesses. Apply in person from 2:30-5:30
4517 Forest Drive

Pre-School Teachers Needed
Church Pre-school located 10 min from
USC, is seeking energetic, fun &
dependable individuals to work in the
afternoons & mornings for the spring
semester. Individuals must have
experience working with children.
Please call 771-1512.
PT REAL ESTATE ASSISTANT.
Experience the real world! Need PT
personal asst. to Columbia’s Biggest
Realtor. Learn Real Estate Development/Sales from the ground up
Once in a life time opportunity.
Joe Hawk 803-361-2461

Messaging
Phone Sale!
Spend less. Message more.

Plus, get a 19% faculty and staff discount.
On monthly access on calling plans $39.99 or higher.

ONE

week tanning
FREE
(new customers only)

SUPER TAN
Join VIP Club & Tan
for only
a month!

$35
No Membership Fee
All Super Beds

Samsung Gleam™
Compact music phone
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive

19

$
Harden
H
d Street,
S
next to Food Lion Expires March 31, 2009

99

$69.99 2-yr. price – $50
mail-in rebate debit card.

LG enV® 2
Texting machine
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive

OUR LOWEST PRICE!

49

$

99

$99.99 2-yr. price – $50
mail-in rebate debit card.

BlackBerry® Pearl™
8130 Smartphone
Pocket powerhouse
$
99

19

Buy any phone $19.99 or higher

GET 3 FREE!

LG Voyager™
Sleek multitasker
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive

79

$

99

$129.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate
debit card. Requires a Nationwide Plan.

BlackBerry Pearl 8130: $119.99 2-yr.
price – $100 mail-in rebate debit card.
Each requires a voice plan with email
feature, or email plan.

All phones require new 2-yr. activation.

Get Unlimited Messaging to Anyone on Any Network in America.
On Nationwide Select Plans starting at $59.99 monthly access. With a new 1- or 2-yr. Agmt. (Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.)*
Messaging not available everywhere in Nationwide Area.

Call more people. Use zero minutes.
Alltel is now part of Verizon Wireless, creating America’s Largest
Mobile to Mobile Calling Family. Over 80 million strong.

Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ

Click verizonwireless.com/getdiscount

Visit any store

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week.
COLUMBIA 173 Columbiana Dr. 803-749-4500
10110 Two Notch Rd. 803-419-2585
7007-A Two Notch Rd. 803-865-6300

LEXINGTON 5596 Sunset Blvd. 803-808-2009
ORANGEBURG 2718 North Rd. 803-534-4150

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS

1-800-899-4249

Visit the Verizon Wireless
Store inside one of the area’s
Circuit City locations

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 9.5% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888);
gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 6%–27% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Certain Alltel customers not joining
Verizon Wireless. Mobile to Mobile available to Verizon Wireless customers now; most Alltel customers Feb. 17, see alltel.com for updates & eligibility. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere.
Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Voyager is a trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under license by Verizon Wireless. Limited-time offers.
While supplies last. Network details and coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. © 2009 Verizon Wireless.
MPSU

